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1 Co R. i. 30, 


But of bin are ye in CHRIST FESUS, | 
| wiooef GOD is made unto us Wiſd:m, Righte- | 
7 . San#tification, and Redemption. f 
| 


i FN OD made Man in his own Image, and 
_.-: crowned him with Glory and Honour. But r 
| Man, by finning, ſoon diveſted himſelf of this Image ] t 
1 and Glory, and ©* brought Death into the World, e 
1 with all our Woe.” He fell from his God, and | e 
# became miſerable ; rendered himſelf incapable of h 
| doing his Maker's Will, or procuring his Favour. | EF 
| Both his Body and Soul were defiled z there remain- tl 
1 ed no ſound Part in him. Lifted up with Pride, a tl 
he aſpired to be like Gov, and ſo fell into the I 
Condemnation of the Devil. The Seed of the Ser- tl! 
pent was infuſed into him, and he retained, in part, tt 
the very Image of Satan. | 3 Vi 

N | 2. 15 
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2. Bur all this Evil did not terminate in the firſt” 
Man: No; In Adam all died, and fell ſhort of the 
Glory; the glorious Image of Gop. By his one 
Offence, Fudgement came upon all Men, to Condemnation : 
So that every Child of Adam, is conceived and born 
in ſin: We are all Children of Wrath. We have 
every one a ſtrong Propenſity to Evil, and an 
Averſion to Good. 


3. Moreover, Man has improved his Stock of 
Wickedneſs, and is more and more alienated from 
Gop,. by actual, wilful Tranſgreſſion. He is, in 
this Senſe, vice dead. Hence the Scripture hath con- 
cluded all Men under Sin: Every Mouth is ſtopped, 
and all the World become guilty before Gop. So 
that ſhould He enter into Judgment with the whole 
Human Race, no Fleſh living could be juſtified in 
his Sight. But all muſt have their Portion with 
the Devil, and his Angels. 


4. 8 bad as his State is, Man is not ir- 
recoverably loſt. No; “ Gop ſo loved the World, 
that He gave his only begotten Son, that whoſo- 
ever believeth in Him, ſhould not periſh, but have 
everlaſting Life.“ St. Paul, who determined with 
himſelf, to know nothing ſave JESUS CHRIST, and 
Him crucified, had a fingular Talent, to ſet forth 
the Riches of Gon's free and ſovereign Grace, for 
the Salvation of Sinners, in the Son of his Love. 
Indeed the main Drift of this Epiſtle, is to ſhew 
the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of Gop, in providing, 
thro* CHRIST, for the Redemption of the whole 
World. In the preceding Verſes, he intimates the 
Ignorance, Unrighteouſneſs, Corruption, and Sla- 
very of Mankind; and then introduces the * 


[4] 
Tidings contained in the Text. © But of Him, 
(that is of Gop's free Love, and boundleſs Mercy) 
are ye, in CHRIST JEsvs, who of Go is made 
unto us Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, Sanctification, and 


Redemption.” And thus where Sin hath abound... 


ed, Grace hath much more abounded ; that as 


Sin hath reigned unto Death, by one, (namely 
Adam) ſo Grace might reign through Righteouſneſs, 


unto eternal Life, by Jesus CHRIST our Lorp. 
In diſcourſing on theſe Words, I ſhall fellow the 
Order laid down by the Apoſtle, His Words are 
beautifully connected; he digs deep, and lays his 
Foundation ſure ; And on it, builds Gold, Silver 
and precious Stones: 


ſider. 


I. How 1 is CHRIST made unto us of Gos, Wiſdom - 


II. Righteouſneſs? 
ö III. Sanctification ? 
IV. And laſtly, Redemption? ? 


Loxd Jesus, I undertake this in thy Name, I 


am now about to ſpeak of Thee. Ah, my Sa- 


viour, ſtand by me; direct my Heart and Lips. 


Let me advance nothing of my own ; but let thine 
eternal Truth and Grace, be fully known to all 


that ſhall hear. Lozp, anſwer and help, for thy . 


Mercy's Sake! 


I. How is Cnkis r made unto us of Gov is 


dom ? iſt. As a Teacher ſent from Gop, whe 
brings Life and Immortality to Light by the Goſpel. 


And adly. As it is He that inwardly enlightons ch the 4 


Soul, and ſhews us our rcal Condition. 


and thus aſcends fair and 
high in the Chriſtian Fabrick. Let us then con- 


1 

1. As a Teacher, ſent from God, he unfolds the 
Myſteries of Godlineſs, and lets us inv an entirely 
new Scene of divine Things, which had been hid 
from Ages and Generations. The Prophets and 
holy Men of old, who have been ſince the Founda- 
tion of the World, had much Light into, nd 
Knowledge of the Things and Truths of Gop. 
This they owed to the Spirit of Car15T, which was 
in them. They ſpake as they were moved (carried 
away) by the Holy Ghoſt. But all their Light and 
Knowledge, was in Compariſon of that which: 
Cu xis revealed, but as the Light of 2 Candle, to 
that of the Sun. In this Senſe alſo, that which 
was glorious, had no Glory in this Reſpect, 
becauſe of the Glory that excelled. Grace and 
Truth, ſpiritual and immortal Life, all came by 
Jesuvs CHRIST. The Scribes and Phariſees, were 
the ſtated and celebrated Teachers in the Jewiſh 
Church; but JESUS CHRIS T's Teaching farexceed- 
ed theirs. See Maltb. v. 21. &c. 7, 29. He has 
taken away the Veil, and ſet forth the Law of Gov, 
in all its native Beauty. He has explained the 
Length and Breadth, and Heigth of that Holineſs, 
without which no Man ſhail ſee the Lox p. Our. 
Lob ts properly called, The Word, and Wiſdom of 
G00. He reveals Things which were hid, not 
only from Men, but Angels alſv. He is the Bright, 
and the Morning Star; the Sun of Rightcouſnels ; 
the Light of the World! He is the Day-ſpring from 
on High; which, when we ſat in Darkneſs, and in 
the Shadow of Death, aroſe to viſit us. The whole 
Earth i 18 lightened with his Glory 3 | 


Hz teacheth us concerning (be - Father 3 ; his 
_ fer» 
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eternal Wiſdom, Power, Goodneſs, and Truth. 
He only has Explained the true Senſe of the 
divine Law. He teacheth How Sinners are 
ſaved from Sin and Wrath; namely, thro? his own 
Blood and Righteouſneſs. It is from CHN ISH Him- 


ſelf, that we are inſtructed, concerning the ſpiritual : 


Union of Believers with God, thro' Him. By Him 


we are taught concerning the Reſurrection from the 


Dead, and eternal Judgment. He firſt explicitly 
treated of eternal Life, and eternal Death. To 


Cunts, our great Prophet alone, we are indebted - | 
for theſe Diſcoveries. He is the faithful, and the 
true Witneſs; the Author and Giver of all true 


Wiſdom. 


Wr are no longer left to the uncertain Accounts of 
Tradition. This indeed had its Uſe for a Time. 
Thus Adam, as may well be ſuppoſed, informed 
Seth, of every material Tranſaction, from the Creation 
to his Time. Seth did the ſame to his Son Enos: and 
ſo on, to Noah, to Abrabam, and till the Time of Maſes. 


But we have a ſurer Word of Prophecy than all this, 
Jesvs CHRIST, the Beginning of the Creation of 
Gop, who was in the Boſom of the Father from 


Eternity, He hath opened his Mouth, and inſtructed 
us in all Things neceſſary, to our becoming wiſe unto 
Salvation. So that henceforth, “ This is the Con- 


demnation, that Light is come into the World, 
but Men love Darkneſs rather than Light, becauſe 


their Deeds are Evil.“ With regard to Multitudes 


therefore, even to this Day, it may be ſaid, as of = | 
old, “ Darkneſs covers the Earth, and groſs Dark- | 


neſs the ones.” 
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2. Tov till, this external Information, and 
Diſcovery of 'Things, unknown of old, would be far 
ſhort of what we need, did not CuRISTr ftill go 
farther, and enlighten the Soul inwardly, to know 
itſelf, and to know its Goo. Know thyſelf.” A 
Sentence ſo much admired in the Heathen World, 
and thought worthy to be inſcribed in Gold, is the 
firſt Leſſon which Chriſtianity teacheth. But this 
is learned only by the IIlumination of Jusus 
CHRIST. He, not only takes away the Veil from 
the Word, but likewiſe from our Heart. He, as 
the eternal Brightneſs of the Father's Glory, ſhines 
inwardly upon us: And, as in the Beginning, He 
commanded the Light to ſhine out of Darkneſs, ſo | 
doth He now, ſhine into the Dungeon of Sinner” 


Hearts, and diſcover the Myſtery of Iniquity that | 
lodges ters: | 


Taz firſt Work of the Holy Spirit, ſent in 
the Name. of CuRIST, is to convince us of Sin, 
Jobn xvi. 8. The Sword of the Spirit muſt wound 


the Conſcience, and the Hammer of Gop's Word, 


break the ſtony Heart, before CnaIs T pours in the 
Wine and Oil of his precious Mercy. They that 
are whole have no Need of a Phyſician, but they 
that are ſick, Mark ii. 17. The Law of Gop, com- 
ing home to the Conſcience, convinces the Sinner 
of inward and ſpiritual Wickedneſs, as well as of 
outward Tranſgreſſion. The Sinner becomes ſtript 
of all his filthy Rags, and ſees himſelf in a deſperate 
and damnable State. What muſt I do to be 


; faved ?” is then his Language, O wretched Man ; 


that I am, who ſhall deliver me from the Body of 


this Death! Wo is me, I am ſo faſt bound in Pri- 
fun, that I'cannot come forth. My Soul is e 
| B lor - 
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ſorrow ful! God be merciful to me a Sinner! Lox p, 
ſave or I periſh ! Out of the Deep I cry unto Thee, 
© hear me ſpeedily !” 


THren is fulfilled theſe Words. Thus faith 
the Loxp, we have heard a Voice of trembling, of 
Fear, and not of Peace : Aſk ye now and ſee, whe- 
ther a Man doth travail with Child. Wherefore do 
J ſee every Man with his Hands upon his Loins, as 
a Woman in Travail? And all Faces are turned to 
paleneſs. Alas ! for that Day is great, ſo that 
none is like it; it is even the Time of Jacob's Trou- 
ble.” Thus, the Fear of the Lord, is the begin- 
ning of Wiſdom. When the Soul of a poor, pro- 
fane, ungodly Sinner, is powerfully awakened, by 
the Spirit of CHyr1sT, he is fore amazed; and at 
the Diſcovery of his foul Stains, cryes out, I ne- 
ver thought I was ſuch a Wretch : ſuch a very De- 
vil incarnate ! O Gon, my whole Soul is a Sink of 
Iniquity ; an Habitation of Dragons, and of every : 


nureful Thing!“ * 


Tax Sinner is now convinced he has no F aith; 
no true, ſaving, Chriſtian Faith. He ſees his Soul 


naked, and feels the Wrath of Gov abiding upon 


him. Ihe Curſe of the Law takes Place in him; 
Confuſion and Miſery are before his Eyes. Alas, 
(1s then his Language) I once thought myſelf rich 
and encreaſed with Goods, having need of Nothing : 

But I now diſcern, that I am wretched, and miſera- 
ble, and poor, and blind and naked. Should the 
Lox b enter into Judgment with me, my Soul muſt 


periſh everlaſtingly. Lox», how have I deceived 


myſelf! I thought I was a Chriſtian ; I ignorantly 
imagined that my OWN Doings might ſave me, (at 


leaſt 2 
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leaſt in Part.) But now, I fee plainly that all my 
Works, even the very beſt of them, have had in 
them the Nature of Sin; neither can they avail, in 
the ſmalleſt Meaſure, towards my Juſtification,” 
uch is the State, and ſuch are the Sentiments of 
2 a truly awakened Sinner. And concerning theſe, it 
may be obſerved, | 


1. T#xT no ſooner does a Perſon diſcover himſelf 
in ſuch wretched Circumſtances, but he begins to 
amend his Ways, and his Doings ; and to turn to 
the LoxÞ his Gon, Even the Spirit of Bondage im- 
2 plies, a breaking off from outward Wickedneſs, and 
Zan Endeavour to walk in the Practice of Chriſtian 
Duties, with regard both to Gop and Man. | 


2. He has the greateſt Averſion to Sin; a pers 
Te Hatred to his former Wickedneſs; and eſpecially 
gainſt the Sin that did moſt eaſily beſet him. He 
Qreads offending God any more; he fears the en- 
reaſing his Torments; the doing Views to his now- 
| lightened Conſcience. It is true, that while a Per- 
n is only under the Law, he finds a Law (a conſtrain» 
mg Power) in his Members, warring againſt the Law 
ef his Mind, and bringing him into Captivity, to 
the Law of Sin and Death; but this is againſt his 
Will : He would ſerve the Lord aright, but as yet 
not. Formerly he was the willing Servant of 
| Sin, and Slave of the Devil; now, he has forſaken 
he Service of Satan, and commits a Sin, only thro. 
hs E to refrain from it.. 


B. ALL 8 feel not the ſame Degree of Con- 
Action and Condemnation, They are not terrified 
| „ . 


[ 10] 


in the ſame fearful Manner. Some paſs, as it were thro? 


Hell, its Pains get hold upon them, in their Trave! 


from Nature to Grace; while others, are more 


gently drawn, and allured by Love, to forſake their 
evil Courſes, and turn to the Logp. But alas, in 
how many does the Word prove wholly unfruit- | 
ful! Some hear it joyfully, and bring forth the Fruit 
of Repentance for a Seaſon; but being contented | 
with feeble Rays of Light, and ſome little Traces of 


Joy and Love, the Word having never deeply en- 
tered their Heart, or wounded their Conſcience ; | 


and being afraid that it ſhould, they fall away, and g 
become as Salt without its Savour. Yea, ſome even 


believe for a Time; but having never had, a deep 


Ground-Work of Self- Knowledge; by and by, 
when Tribulation, or Perſecution ariſeth becauſe of 
the Word, they are offended, and become worſe | 
than before. Altho' the Degrees of Pain and Sor- 
row of Mind, are various, in different Perſons; * 


nevertheleſs, A thorough Senſe of Guilt, and De- 


ſervingneſs of Puniſhment, goes in all, before the 
true Peace of Gop. Jesvs binds up only broken 


Hearts; He comforts thoſe that mourn ; He fills} 
the Hungry with good Things, but ſends the Rich 


empty away. 


Cnr1sT, inwardly enlightens, and ſhews all that: 
are converted, theſe Things ; and thus becomes of 
Gov unto us Miſdum. This is the firſt Work which“ 
paſſes upon the Soul, when the LorD ariſes, to bring 
the Sinner to Himſelf, and Heaven. He mightily! 
ſhakes the Foundation of the Heart, cauſing a Mar: 
to feel the Bitterneſs of /Sin, and thence, often, tv 


roar for the Diſquietude of his Spirit. The Lox 


alſo kindles 1 in the awakened Breaſt, vehement De 


fire 7 
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fires after the Righteouſneſs of CuR Is THF; the Merit 
of his Blood, to be applied to his Soul, for Juſtih- 
cation. In this Particular likewiſe, CaurisT be- 
comes our Wiſdom, by ſhewing the Sinner, there 1s 
no other Name under Heaven, whereby he can be 
ſaved, but the Name of Jzsus. And having thus 
executed the Holy Spirit's firſt Work ; the ſhewing 
us, 1. The Nature and Extent of the Law. 2. The 


Guilt of our Sins, and Corruption of our Heart ; our 


LogD ſhews us, 3. The All-ſufficiency of his Me- 
rits, for Righteouſneſs, and Salvation : which leads 
us to the ſecond Particular to be conſidered, namely, 
How CHR1sT is made unto us of Gop, Righteouſ- 


10 7 


II. CyrIsT becomes our Righteouſneſs, Firſt, as 
He has purchaſed or procured it for us. Secondly, 
as He actually applies it to us, or puts us in Poſ- 
ſeſſion of the Purchaſe ; and laſtly, By making ys 
really Righteous. 


1. He has purchaſed Righteouſneſs for us. Gov, 
who is rich in Mercy, according to his great Love, 
wherewith He loved us, ſeeing every Mouth ſtop- 


ped, and all the World become guilty before Him, 


vouchſafed to offer Life and Salvation, to all-Man- 

kind, thro? the Son of his Love. And in order to 
accompliſh this great Work of Redemption, He 
Prepared a Body for His Son : And ſo, Gop was 


manifeſt in the Fleſh, Having lived a perfectly 


holy Life, and fulfilled that Law which Adam had 
broke, He died a moſt painful and ignominious 
Death; even the Death of the Croſs. Thus He 
bore our Sins, in his own Body, upon the Tree. He 
bore our Curſe, our Shame, and Sorrow! He was 


B 3 wounded 
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wounded for our e and bruiſed for our 
Iniquities. He was made Sin, that is, a Sin- offer- 
ing, for us, and ſo became a Propitiation; an a- 
toning Sacrifice, for the Sins of the whole World. 


Havinc lain three Days in the lower Parts of the 
Earth, He then roſe from the Dead ; triumphed over 
| Death, and deſtroyed the Power of the Devil and 

the Grave. After which, having converſed with his 
Apoſtles forty Days, He aſcended up into Heaven ! 
Where He is exalted at Gop's Right Hand, to make 
Interceſſion for us; to be a Prince and a Saviour; 


to give 3 unto > All, and Forgiveneſs of 
Sins. 


Now, upon the Conſideration of the perfectly holy 
Life, moſt precious and meritorious Death, and 
powerfully prevailing Intereeſſion, or Advocacy of 
Carisr, Gop forgives every penitent, believing 
Sinner; Who renouncing all Dependance in him- 
ſelf, or any Thing elſe for Salvation, truſts alone in 
the Merits of our Saviour's Paſſion. This Truſt, 


is that Faith, gf the Operation of the Holy Spirit, by 


which we apprehend, for our Juſtification, the Blood 
and Righteouſneſs of CnRIS T. And thus, He be- 
comes the End of the Law for Righteouſneſs, to 
every one that believeth, Rom. x. 4. We are made 
the Righteouſneſs of Gop in Him, 2 Cor. v. 21. 
There is therefore now, no Condemnation to them 


who are thus in CarsT Jesvs, Rom. viii. 1. The 2 
Law has no more Power to condemn them. CHRIS T 


has made them free, and they are free indeed. And 
O, Bleſſed are they whoſe Iniquities are forgiven, 
and whoſe Sins are covered x ; bleſſed i is the Man to 
whom 


1 
whom the Loxy imputeth Righteouſneſs without 
Works. 


We have here conſidered the Purchaſe, and the 
Application of this Righteouſneſs together. We 
may purſue this Point ſtill farther. As to the Pur- 


| Chaſe, or the Manner of procuring Righteouſneſs 


for us; St. Paul teacheth us, that without ſhedding 
ing of Blood there is no Remiſſion, Hes. ix. 22. 
All the legal Sacrifices, ordained of Gov, and of- 
fered under the Law, were only Types of that one 


great Victim; the offering up of the Body of our 


Saviour, once for all, upon the Croſs. He was the 
Subſtance ; the others were but Shadows. By one 
Offering, he hath for ever perfected them that are 
ſanctified, Heb. x. 14. Our Debt was thus paid; 
Juſtice 1s ſatisfied ; the Law is fulfilled ; all its 
Curſe, and all its Penalty, with all our Sins, 


met together in CH AIST. He nailed them to the 


Crow, and hgned our Releaſe i in Blood ! 


Ir Righteouſneſs auld be by the Law, then CHRIS 
dyed in vain, Gal. ii. 21. Whatever elſe a Sinner 
offers to Gopy, in Order to his Juſtification, ſave 
the Blood of CHRIST, is rejected of Him. He has 
Mercy upon us, only through the Son of his Love. 


Yes, we are redeemed, juſtified, ſanctified, and 


eternally ſaved, through the very precious, and moſt _ 
meritorious Blood of the bleſſed Jesvs. 


Wrxe5s Benefits become ours, only thro' Faith. 


If thou canſt but believe, all theſe Things are thine. 
Believe in the Loxp Jzsus CHRIST, and theu 


malt be ſaved, To him that worketh not, but be- 


lieveth 
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heveth in Him that juſtifieth the Ungodly, his Paith | 
is counted unto him for Righteouſneſs.” This is the 
Language of the New Teſtament, in CnrisT's | 
Blood. Whoſoever will come to CHRIST, for Life 


and Salvation, let him come naked, poor, ſelf- 


condemned; having no Righteouſneſs ; being full 
of Sin, Corruption and Miſery ; and in this Man- 
ner, throw himſelf into the Arms of the Mercy of 
Gop ; and by Faith rely upon Jzsus CHRIST alone, 
for the Forgiveneſs of Sins. Him that cometh 
unto Me, faith CHRIST, I will in no wiſe caſt 


out.“ 


Tauvs Aroham believed Gop; and it was imputed | 
to him for Righteouſneſs. He ſaw the Day of 


CnrIsT by Faith, and was glad: So does every 


broken-hearted Sinner, at this Day, behold JEs us | 


CnisT, the Righteous ; and being healed by Him, 


rejoices, and is exceeding glad. For a ſummary | 
View of the Truth of this Particular, that we are 


benefited, made righteous, by Faith in CHRIST, ſee 
As x. 43. and xvi. 31. Rom. iii. 28. and iv. 5. and 


X. 4. 64. ii. 16. Phil. ii. 9. 


LasTLY, CHr1sT is made unto us of Gon Righ- | 


teou/neſi, as he actually makes us righteous ; by 
enabling us to do the Will of Gop ; according to 


St. Jbu's Words, He that doth Righteouſneſs, 


is righteous, even as He (i. e. Gop) is righte- 
ous.” There cannot be a more fatal Deluſion, 
than to imagine, that any thing which is in JE- 


sus CnrisT, will ſo avail for us, as to brings us 


to Heaven, unleſs we are ourſelves actually, per- 


ſonally, internally, and entirely created anew, in 


his 
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his holy Image. For His Sake alone, we are par- 
doned and accepted of God; and from His Fulneſs 
we derive Purity, Peace, and Power. He is an 
overflowing Fountain of Grace ; and wherever this 
Grace comes, it makes heavenly and divine ; it 
brings Salvation. And by a Concurrence with this 
Grace, we become ſtrong in the Lord, and in the 
Power of his Might; we overcome the Wicked One; 
we triumph over Sin, trample on the World, be- 
come Lords of our Actions; and in a Word, are 
more than Conquerors, tore? Him that hath loved us ! 
We are created in CHRIS JEsus, unto good Works; 
and it is our Glory and Joy, to walk in them. As 
He that hath called you is holy, ſo be ye holy in 
all manner of Converſation, is the Motto, and 
Privilege of the Children of the Kingdom, whoſe 
Gov is EHOVAH, thro? the Righteouſneſs of the 
Loxp Jesus CHRIST ! But the good Works, and 
righteous Converſation of the Children of Gov, are 
not the Drudgery of Fear ; much leſs the fancied 
Proviſion, for meriting ought from Gop. To all 
Eternity, they will rate themſelves anproſilable Ser- 
want; their Works are the ſweet Labour of Love: 
We cannot but pleaſe Him, whom we love. 


To ſum up this Point: A Sinner is firſt enligh-. 
tened by CaRr1sT, and by this divine Wiſdom, ſees 
himſelf a poor, guilty, miſerable Sinner; Horror and 
_ Confuſion ſeize upon him, while he perceives himſelf 
in a damnable State. The Sinner is ſhewn farther, 
that he cannot ſave himſelf, neither in whole nor in 
part, by any or all of his own Doings. The ſame 
Light that diſcovers this, leads him ſtill on, and 
directs the Sinner to the Saviour of loſt Mankind; 


the Cos and Friend of pours loſt, * 
ouls 


D 


[ 16 } 
Souls. He therefore draws near to CHRIsFHH; and 
being enabled, by the power of the Holy Ghoſt, 
to apprehend, and believe in CHR 157, and in Gop, 
through CHRIST, all his Sins are blotted out: 


He is accepted to Favour, as though he had never 


offended: the Robe of CHRIS T's Righteouſneſs, 


is put upon Him; and thus, the Sinner is made 


comely, with the Beauty of the LoRD Yes, 


« Defil'd and loathſome as we are, 
He makes us white, and calls us fair; 
Adorns us in the Milk-white Dreſs, 
His Graces and his Righteouſneſs, ?? 


He moreover, implants His Spirit within us; and: 
endues us with a Principle and Power of obering: 
His Will: ſo that being looſed from our Bonds, 


we run the Way of Caxzrsr's Commandments with 


great Delight: we partake of his Mind and Na- 
ture; and are enabled to perfect Holineſs, in 
| the holy, loving Fear of Gov. And thus is 
CnrisT, made of Gop unto us, what He corey is, 


The Lord our . 


III. Wk are next to conſider, How CHRIST 8 


becomes our Sanctification? And as this ſummaraly 
containg in it all the Benefits of CHAISH to us, we 
may dwell upon it a little more particularly; and 


conſider, 1. When does our Sanctification begin? 


2. How is it carried on? And 3. What is the Ex- 
tent of it? 


1. As to the Firſt, namely, When does our SanQi- 
fication begin ? In the very Moment that we are 


juſtified ; as ſoon as Gov, for CHR I18T Sake, blots 


out our Sins, then does the Faith which Gop be- 


imagine that the Loxp wall not receive them, till 


| _ 
( 27 ] 

ſtows upon us, begin to work by Love, and purify 
the Heart. before a Man is pardoned, he may go 
a great Way in making clean the Outſide of the 
Cup; he may reform and amend his Ways and his 
Doings, in ſome tolerable Degree: But the true 


Foundation of inward Holineſs, remains, ſtill to 


be erected, and ever will, till the Soul is accepted 
through Chaisr. The eſſential Branches of Ho. 
lineſs, are the Love of Gop and Man ; and this 
Love cannot exiſt in our Heart, till CyrrsT puts 
upon us the Robe of his Righteouſneſs. The 
Knowledge of Him for y Salvation, by the Remi. | 


ſion of Sin, muſt be laid, as the Foundation of all 


true inward and outward Holineſs. Man, by Nature 
is dead, corrupt, and condemned; and does fo 
abide, 'till CHRIST who 16 the Reſurrection and 
the Life, quickens him, and puts away his Sins, 


A corrupt Tree cannot but bring forth evil Fruit; a 


bitter Fountain can yield only bitter Streams: Even 


ſo, a fallen Soul, can in that Condition yield no 


pleaſing Fruits of Righteouſneſs to the Lox, 
„Make the Tree good, ſaith CHRIST, and the Fruit 


will be good alſo.” Our Perſon or State, muſt 


be firſt acceptable; and then our works will be ac- 
ceptable alſo. | | 


Many Perſons who admire, and really defire Ho- 
lineſs, never attain it, becauſe they begin at the 
wrong End. For, whereas they ſhould firſt of all 


come to CHRIST, as vile, helpleſs Sinners that 
they may be freely forgiven all their Treſpaſſes, 
1 they vainly endeavour to fit themſelves for Gov ; 
as tho' it were in their own Power, to recommend 


themſelves to Him, by ſome Means or other. They 


they 1 
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they have made themſelves clean. And ſome ſup- 


poſe, that even 1 Cor, vi. 11. fignifies as much, 
namely, that we are to be ſanctified, before we are 


juſtified ; becauſe of the Order of the Words, ye are 
fanifird, ye are juſtified, &c. But for the removal 
of this ſeeming Difficulty, it need only be conſi- 
dered, that in the Words of our Text, the Ap>file | 
places Righteonſe/s, which is equivalant with Juſtifi- 
cation, before Sanctification. And it was according 
to the Wiſdom which directed the Apoſtle, to pro- 
ceed in this Order, in the beginning of the Epiſtle; 
where he is laying his Foundation, and fixes the 
Premiſes, which he afterwards, illuſtrates and 
proves: Whereas in the Sixth Chapter, he paid 
leſs regard to this Order, being there only declar- 
ing, What Gov had done for their Souls. But ſtill | 
Further, the very Words under Conſideration evi- | 
dence the Thing I infinuate, Namely that Juſtiſi- 
cation is before Sanctification. The Senſe of | 
the Paſſage is, this, 77 are waſhed, ſaith the A- 
poſtle, that is, ye are cleanſed from outward Pollu- b 
tions; from the Sins mentioned in the foregoing 
Verſe; and he gives a good Reaſon for it; for e 
are ſancti fie; you are inwardly holy; your Mind is 
renewed; your Heart is changed. And no won- 
der; for v are juſtified ; your Sins are forgiven; 
CHrIsT is your Righteon/nrſs. And all this is in, 
or through the Name of the Lorp Jesvs ; the Merit 
of all he did and ſuffered ; and by the Spirit of our | 
Gov, applying the Benefits of Cuxisr to your | 


Soul. 


Ir the Order of the Words, was only to be regard- 3 
ed, then it would follow, that becauſe, in the Nane 
&f the Lok p . and by the Spirit of eur God, are 

mens i 


Eis 


mentioned laſt, theref.re they have the laſt Place, 


in the Work of Gop upon the Soul ; the Miſtake of 


which 1s glaring : Whereas if we underſtand the 
Paſfage, in the Senſe which 1s here given, we 
ſhall ſee the Propriety of the whole Verſe, Alas! 


If we could ſanctify ourſelves, or make ourſelves 


holy, What Need ſhould we have of Jzsvs CHRIST ? 


Men may indeed attain ſome Degree of rectitude in 


their Behaviour, and moral Righteouſneſs in gene- 
ral, even before they are juſtified ; but ſure I am, 
they never will be holy, till they feel the Blood of 
the Covenant applied to their Souls. Then, and 
not before, is the Love of Gop, ſhed abroad in their 
Heart ; then they can love their Neighbour truly ; 
then a Meaſure of Love, and Joy and Peace ; Meck- 
neſs, Patience and "Temperance, ſpring up in their 
Soul; and ſo they begin to live unto God, and to 
ierve Him in an acceptable Manner, 


2. How is the Work of Sanctification carried on? 
Summarily, it may be anſwered ; By the Holy Spi- 
rit. He is the Principle of all Holineſs. It is He 
that begins, continues, encreaſes, and accompliſhes 
it in the Soul. And hence the Holy Ghoſt is called, 
Tie Spirit ef Holineſs, In His Light, we diſcover our 
Darkneſs and Corruption, and by his mighty Work- 


ing within us, it is deſtroyed. He is called 7he Spi- 
* it of Fudement, and of Burning, Ia. iv. 4. He takes 
of the Things, the Merits and Benefits of CHRIST, 
and applies them to our Soul. He is like the Re- 
v finer's Fire, and the Fullers Soap ; as trying and 
* ſearching, the moſt ſecret Thoughts, and Intentions 
Jof the Heart; and purging our Conſcience from dead 
Works, to ſerve the living Gop. By the Inſpira- 


tion of the Holy Spirit, the Thoughts of our Reart 
"Gs | are 


[20] 
are cleanſed, and the Mind of CHRIS r is implanted 
in our Soul. He ſtamps the glorious Image of Gop 
upon our Heart, 2 Cor. iii. 16. O, who can expreſs 
the deep and divine Unction of this glorious Com- 
forter ; whereby He enlightens, ſtrengthens, and 
puriſies the living aber of JEsUs CHRIST. 


Bur more particularly, we may mention, as ſub- 
ſervient to the promoting of this bleſſed Work, 1. 
Faith. 2. Doing ; and 3. Suffering the Will of 
| Gon. 


1. Ir is carried on by Faith, 4#, xv. q. and xxvi. 
18. Yes, as Faith is the Condition of Juſtification, 
ſo is it likewiſe, the Inſtrument of Sanctification. 
It mightily works in the Heart, Ga/. v. 6. By be- 
| Heving, the Blood of CarisT is continually applied 


to our Conſcience; and this cleanſes from all Sin, 


Heb. ix. 14. 1 Ju i. 7. O yes, Faith has a di- 
vine Energy, killing and deſtroying Sin in the Soul. 
It apprehends CHRIS r, for ſpiritual Succour, and 
applies the Leaves of the Tree of Life, for the 
Healing all the Diſeaſes of the Soul. It derives 
Power and Holineſs from Gov, the Fountain of 
Peace and Purity ! It 1s ever urging on the Soul, to 
draw nearer to CHRusT, and makes ſtill clearer and 
ſtronger Diſcoveries, of His Love and Excellencies. 
It firſt lays hold on Jesvs, to put away the heavy 
Load of Guilt; and then draws Virtue and Life from 
His Fulneſs, to make us perfedt and entire, lacking no- 
_ thing, Faith, as it were, performs Impoſſibilities ; 
""M goes into the very Heart of CHRIS, and quen- 


ches in his Blood, all the fiery Darts of the Wicked } * 


One! It has ſo to do with the Benefits of CurisT, 
as to make mom alli its own, Of his Righteouſneſs, ' 
Strength, I 


(21. ] 
Strength, Purity, Paradiſe, and Glory, Faith ſays, 
« All theſe are mine.” 


Ir likewiſe diſcovers every Diſeaſe and Weak⸗ 
neſs of the Soul; and yet, ſar ſrom being diſcou- 
raged, it goes directly to CHRIST, for Remedy. 
Faith does not ſtand dejectedly poring over the Heart's 
Plagues, and moſt inveterate Maladies; but it turns 
its Eye to God, who is greater than our Heart; it 
immerges the Soul in the Laver of its Saviour's 
Paſſion, in the Fountain of his Blood ! It applies 
the Balm of Life ! Anoints its Wounds, with that 


Ointment, which heals, comforts, and ſtrengthens 
the Inner Man. 


Taz Time would fail, to enumerate all the Excel- 
lencies and Properties of this, © beſt, divineſt 
Grace.” Faith, working by Love, applying the 
Blood of CHRIST, relying on the precious Promiſes 
of the Goſpel, overcoming the World, and con- 
ſtantly cleaving to Jesus, is a precious Inſtru- 
ment of Sanctification. It transforms the Soul; 
changes all its Paſſions and Affections, and bring 
home the F ulneſs of Goo. 


2. Doixo the Will of Goy, is another bleſſed 
Means, in order to our Sanctiſication. By doing 
the Will of Gop, I mean univerſal Obedience. It 
is true that Works ſanctify, but indirectly; they are 
not the Foundation of Holineſs, neither can they be 
® ſaid to merit the Grace of Gop : Nevertheleſs, it 
is a ſure Rule, that % him that hath, ſhall be giver, 
Mat. xxv. 23. Abraham's Faith was made perſect 
by Works; his Soul, in the Act of Obedience, was 
Arengthened in the Lokp, and partcok of more 
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Holineſs and Happineſs, and ſo it is, with regard 


to every Work that the Believer doth : while he 
improves his Talent, he increaſes it ; and every 
Inſtance of Obedience to our LoxD's Command- 
ments, brings. an additional Degree, of Grace 
and Strength to the Soul. Indeed to expect Puri- 
ty of Heart, otherwiſe than in a conftant Exer- 
ci{ing ourſelves, in all the Works prepared of Gon, 
tor us to walk in, is a mere Impoſition of the Ene- 
my. Every Chriſtian's Experience, convinces him, 
that there is no Way of getting forward, but by a 
conſtant and laborious Application, to every Chriſ- 


tian Duty; that altho' we cannot claim any thing 


ur wes 


from Gop, as a Debt due to us, for any thing 


we can do; neverthelefs, He bleſſes us, only in his 
own Way; the Way of hearkening to his Voice, 
and doing his Pleaſure, The rebellious dwell in a 
dry Land. We muſt read, pray, communicate, 
deny ourſelves, and take up our Croſs daily, if we 
mean to be the approved Servants of CHRIST. And 
while we are ſo employed, the Loxb pours in 


upon us, the Abundance of his Grace, and ſaving 


Health. We ſhall be exalted into the Fellowſtup 


us, and thro? the Preſence and Power of his Grace, 


of his dear Son; we ſhall be ſtrengthened in every 
holy Temper, and praife-worthy Habit; we ſhall 
be much more eee in Time, and more 


glorious in Eternity! 


LasTLY, Our Loxb makes Uſe of various 


Trials, as Inſtruments to purge our Soul from all 


Filth and Droſs. Not indeed that our Sufferings, 
conſidered in themſelves, have any neceſſary Ten- 
dency to promote our Sanctification. But as ſub- 
ſ:rvieut to the wiſe Difpoſals of Gop, concerning 


Af. 
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Afflictions, both of Body and Mind, produce in us 
the peaceable Fruits of Righteouſneſs, to the Glory 
of Gop. See Heb. xii. 5, 6, 10. Rev. iii. 19, and 
vii. 14. Rom. v. 3. Janes i. 2, 12. 


THERE is a e Perverſeneſs in Man' 8 Na- 
ture, which a Courſe of Proſperity, exceedingly en- 
creaſes. Our Lox p therefore ſees it neceſſary, often 
to humble us, and ſhew us what poor Creatures we 
are! Some indeed are ſo ſtubborn and proud, that 
f ſo far from ſubmitting themſelves to the Lok p, 
they, with Impudence, as it were, call Him to Ac- 
count for His Dealings with them.; and ſay, in 
Effect, Who is the Loxp that we ſhould regard ; 
Him?“ 


Bor this is not. the Caſe with the Children of Gop; 
they chearfully ſubmit. themſelves to His Diſpenſa- 
tions, knowing that all the Deſigns of their hea- 
venly Father, concerning them, are to make them 
conformable to Himſelf. In every thing therefore, 
they are inſtructed to ſay, © It is the Lon z, let 
nim do what ſeemeth him good.” And thus, all 
x Things, whether proſperous or Adverſe ; Poverty, 
2 Sickneſs, Reproach, Contempt, Temptation, or 
the contrary, all work together for their Good. As 
to the Diſeaſes of the Body, a Child of Gov knows, 
© they are oſten ſent to cure the Sickneſſes of the Soul, 
and quietly receives them as ſuch : And as to the 
E Preſſures which may often come upon the Mind, 
Z:heſe teach us, to ſeek all our Comfort in Gov ;, they | 
promote the Death of the O Mar, make us dil- ; 
g eſteem ourſelves, and ſeek more to Gon contin yally. 
hgBe ſatisfied, ſaid one, writing to a Perſon. under 
afliction, wich the Condition in which Gon Places 

2 "Wk you 


„ 
you: However happy you may think me, I envy 
vou. Pains and Sufferings would be a Paradiſe to 
me, while I ſhould ſuffer with my Gop : And the 
greateſt Pleaſure, would be Hell to me, if I could | 
reliſh them without Him ; all my Conſolation would 
be to ſuffer ſomething for his Sake.” 


* SUFFER then with thy Logy, that thou mayeſt 
reign with Him! Believe that whom he loveth he 
ſcourgeth. Be the Afflictions what they may, they are, 
while thou cleaveſt to Gop, but Badges of thy Diſ- 
cipleſhip, and ſhall, by the Grace of God, end in 
an exceeding and eternal Weight of Glory. 


Tus is CHRIS, made unto us of Gop, Wiſdom, ' 
Righteouſneſs, and SanQtifcation. Gop has ſet ſuch | 
a Value on the Blood of CHRISTH; has ſuch regard 
to all He hath done and ſuffered, that whoſoever 
believes in Him, is enlightened and forgiven : And 
continuing to believe, they ſhall be made holy, and 
glorified in Heaven. We aſcribe all to the Mercy 
ol Go thro' CarisT Jesus. | 


3. As to the Extent of the Work of Sanctifica- 
tion, which we are in the third Place to conſider ; it 
reaches to every Part; Soul, Body; and Spirit. 
The Nature of it, is 1 0 intimated Exel. 36. 
There the Loxp promiſes. 1. To give us a new 
Heart. 2. A new Spirit. 8 To put his Spirit 
within us. 4. To cleanſe or ſave us from all our 4 
| Uncleanneſſes. 5. To enable us to walk in his 
Statutes, to keep his judgments and do them. 
6. And I will be their Gov, and they ſball be my Peo- 
ple, faith the Load. Now what can be more evident, 


than that when theſe T hings are fulfilled in any 
23 EC» q 7 
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Perſon, he is, in the Scripture Senſe, ſaved "RY 
Sin ? The Promiſe extends both to the Heart and 
Life; it is exceeding broad. Every Faculty of the 
Soul, every Paſſion of the Mind, and every Affec- 
tion of the Spirit; every Thought, Deſire, Word 
and Work, and every Member of the Body ; all 
muſt be ſanctiſied throughout: According to the 
Import of that Apoſtolic Prayer, A 4 the very Gop of 
Peace ſanctiſy you wholly, S tc. Old Things are done 
away, and behold, all Things are become new! 
Our Loxp's Love; his beloved Ones, are called to 
be all fair ; to have 1 Sfot in them! O believers, 
Purſue your Victory, till, being thus 4orn * an 
you do not commit Sin ! 


Hear what your Lokp faith of his true Diſciples. 
«© They are not of the World, even as I am not of 
World. Sanctify them (adds He, in his Prayer to 
the Father) through thy Truth. For their Sakes I 
ſanctify myſelf, that they alſo may be ſanctified 
through the Truth: That they all may be One, as 
1 hou Father art in Me, and I in Thee, that they 
alſo may be one in Us. And the Glory (O how do 
the Words riſe !) which Thou gaveſt me, I have 
given them; that they may be One, even as 
we are One. I in them, and Thou in Me, that 
they may be made perfect in One!“ So exten- 
five, ſo deep and ſo divine, is the Provifion which 
the Son of Gop hath made, for all who truly be- 
lieve in, and follow the Lamb, whitherſoever He 
goeth. O may we all thus be filled with CHRIS, 
and ſo made meet for the Inheritance of the Saapts 
in Light! 


As to the Time of the Accompliſhment of this 
Work upon the Soul; Undoubtedly it muſt be in 
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this World. For there is no Work, Device, Know- 
ledge or Wiſdom in the Grave, whither we are all 
haſtening. As Death leaves a Man, ſo Judgment 
will find him. CHRIST muſt waſh us mw, or we 
can have no Part in Him hereafter. Nothing that 
is defiled or unholy, can enter into the Kingdom of 
Gop. Now is the Time, wherein we are to work 
the Works of Gop. We ſtand or fall eternally, 
according to the conduct of our Lives, and the 
State in which we are found, before we leave this 
World. The very Moment the Soul leaves the 
Body, it enters into a Degree of that Happineſs, or 
Miſery, which it will experience for ever. 


Bur is this Sanctification attainable before Death? 
I will give my Opinion ; I think it is ; and that 
St. John was Partaker of it when he wrote 1 Jahn 

17. and many in the Church with him. Gop 
can fave a Man at any Time of his Life: However, 
it is not for us to ſet Him a Time: No Man is able 
to determine how ſoon, or how late, the Loxp 
may do this, either for Himſelf, or any other Per- 
ſon, The Duty of all, is to preſs forward, doing 
and ſuffering the Will of Gov, till he takes them 
to Glory! There is no State to which we can poſ- 
ſibly arrive, where we are to fit down, as though 
we could have no more: No; we are ſtill, after all 
the Lok p has done for us, to come to Him „ as at 
firſt we came,” helpleſs, dependent Creatures, for 
Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, Strength, and Holineſs, 

We are ſafe and holy, only in Proportion as we re- 
ceive from the Fulneſs, that is in Jesus CHRIST, 
every Moment. He is our Sanctification. | 


Bur 


1271 
Bur ſuppoſing it pleaſeth Gopy, to impart abun- 
dantly of his Grace to any Perſon, and to ſave them 
in ſuch a Manner, that no wrong Deſire, or Tem- 
per, has any Place in them; but they enjoy Peace, 
and Love, and Power every Moment. Shall we 
quarrel with the Lox d for this, becauſe they have 
not been, it may be, ſo long in the Way of Reli- 
gion, as we judge neceſſary to ſuch a State? Or 
that it is done, perhaps many Years before Death? 
God forbid. Nay, rather, let us glorify Gop, on 
their Behalf, Let us preſs towards the ſame Mark, 
being deeply perſuaded, that /e Mill of Gop is our 
Santtification ; and that every Moment in which we 
breathe, 1s an acceptable Time, to look for, and 
expect it. 


BerFore I conclude this Point, I would juſt ob- 
ſerve, that although all that are truly Saints, are 
cleanſed from all Filthineſs of Fleſh and Spirit, yet 
all have not an equal Degree of Grace, or Glory, 
Salvation being two-fold, conſiſting in Deliver- 
ance from Evil, and the Enjoyment, or Poſſeſſion of 
Good ; the former may be equal, and indeed muſt 
be ſo, in all who are eternally ſaved ! For no evil 
Thing can dwell with Gop : yet there is, and will 
be for ever a vaſt Diiproportion, as to the latter. 
Negative Salvation, or Deliverance from Evil, is a 
being ſaved from the Guilt, Power, and Pollution 
of Sin: Poſitive Salvation, conſiſts in being renewed 
in the perfect Image of Gop ; being poſſeſſed of his 
2 Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, Holineſs, Goodneſs, Love, 
and Immortality, in ſuch a Manner as the Soul of 
Man is capable of receiving. And altho' it is true, 
that the negative Part of Salvation, cannot exiſt 
without a Meaſure of the other; nevertheleis the 

Dit- 
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Difference is exceeding preat : Even as one Star 
differeth from another Star in Glory, ſo will be the 
Reſurrection of the Juſt. All Stars have Light, but 
not equal Light: All the Saints are made Partak- 


kers of Gov, and Glory, but not all in an equal 
Degree. O, bleſſed are they who are poſſeſſed with | 


holy Ambition, of enjcying as much of Gop, in 
Earth and Heaven, as a Creature 1s capable of en- 


Joying! 


THaT one who is ſaved from Sin may, neverthe- 


leſs, ſtill encreaſe in Holineſs and Happineſs, ap- 


pears in the Inſtance of our Saviour Himſelf; who, 
tho' free from Sin, or the leaſt Defilement, either 
in Soul or Body, yet grew in Wiſdom, and Stature; 


and in Favour with Gop and Man, IL2I. ii. 51, 
This muſt neceſſarily refer to our Loa D's Humanity. 
And How could He be ſaid to encreaſe in Favour 
with Gov, otherwiſe than as He encreaſed more and 


more in the divine Image, and partook ſtill more 


abundantly of the divine Perfections? Gop loves 
his own Image ; and He loves thoſe in whom it 1s 
found, in Proportion to the Degree of it, which they 
attain. Again, the Souls that know Gov, in this 


deep Senſe, whoſe Conſciences are purged from all 


dead Works, expand themſelves (ſo to ſpeak) in 


Gov, and are ftill for approaching nearer and nearer | 
to Him. Jesus CyRisT will lead even the glo- 
rified Saints, to Fountains'of living Water; by which 
we may underſtand, not only the Comfort and Joy 


ef the heavenly State; but likewiſe the ever freſh, 


and ſuper-abundant Diſcoveries, which will be made 
to them, of the Myſtery of CAR ISH, and of Gop ! | 
It is ſaid, We ſhall then know, even as we are 
known; by which however, cannot be meant, an 

- Equar | 
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quality of Knowledge in us, with Gop: Such a 
Thought would be fooliſh, if not blaſphemous. But 
Wit undoubtedly relates to ſuch an Increaſe of divine 
Knowledge and Happineſs, as we ſhall never be 
able to comprehend, till we come there, nor to ex- 
plain, even then. No, 


Not all the Archangels can tell, 
The Joy of that holieſt Place, 
Where Jesus is pleas'd to reveal 
The Light of his heavenly Face; 
Where, caught in the rapturous Baze, 
The Sight beatific they prove, 
And walk in the Light of his Face, 
And baſk in the Beams of his Love! 


THERE is no juſt Occaſion, to explode the Doc- 
trine of Chriſtian Holineſs, under Pretence, that the 
Preachers of it underſtand by a perfeft Mar, One 
who can be no better.” So far from thinking fo, 
they affirm, There is no State of Grace, which does 
net admit of continual Encreaſe ; nay, nor of Glo- 
ry neither. Abſolute, and independent Perfection, is 
what no Angel in Heaven, either does, or can en- 
Joy ; and how much leſs, Man that is a Worm, 
whoſe Foundation is in the Duſt, and who 1s cruſh- 
el before the Moth! There is ſtrictly ſpeaking, 
none good but One, according to our Saviour: And 
yet, in another Senſe, our Lob calls a faithful im- 
prover of his Talent a good Servant, In like Man- 
ner, we may call a Perſon perſed, in the Scripture 
denſe, who being ſaved from all Filt:ine/s of Fleſh, 
and Spirit, loves the- Lord his Gop, with all his 
Heart, and Mind, and Soul, and Strength. Sure 
the Er. ion ought not to be quarrelled with, as 

| it 
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it occurs ſo often in Scripture. See Gn. xvii, 1. 
P/al. xxxvii. 37. Jol, i. 1. Maith, v. 48. Phil. 
ii. 15. Janes. iii. 2. and many other Places. 
And as to the Thing meant thereby, the Word of Gop 
is equally expreſs, in inſtructing us therein. If ſome 
indeed, make falſe, preſumptious, or vain Pretences 
thereto ; if ſome, under exalted Notions of Liberty 
and Power, turn the Grace of Gov into Laſciviouſ- 
neſ; or Wantonneſs; and if others ſpeak of it, in ſuch 
a Manner, as cannot be defended, on the Footing 
of ſober Reaſon, and the Doctrine which is accord- 
to Godlineſs ; yet ſtill, the Foundation of God 
ſtandeth ſure, and the Promiſe is myſt aſſuredly ful- 
filled, in all who ſeek this Gift of Gov aright. 
With regard to all thoſe whoſe Hearts are right 
with God, and who defire and endeavour, to pro- 
mote. the Kingdom of CHAIST, I have been long 
inclined to think, their D:Ferences on this Head of 
Perfection, are no other than a mere Strife of Words. 
May the Lo o give all who love our Saviour CHRIST 
in Sincerity, to think and ſpeak the ſame Thing! 
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FTB without Holineſs, no Man ſhall ſee the 
Loxp, all that believe the Scriptures, allow, 
And that this Holineſs is much more, than a 
bare Reformation of Manners, and the Practice 
of chriſtian Virtues and Duties; even an entire | 
Renewal in the inmoſt Spirit of our Minds; an en- 
tire change of Heart, Tempers and AﬀeQtions; a 
thorough Renewal in the Image of Goo ! This is 
alſo generally acknowledged. And that all this mult | 
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be done in this World, all Proteſtants, at leaſt, profeſs | 
to believe. With regard to the Time when it ſhall W 
be done, How ſoon, or how late, there is no Au- 
thority from Scripture to determine, But all are to | 
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ait, expect, Deſire and long for it, every Moment, 
ill Death ſhall put a final End to mortal Things. 


O did the Saints of Gov, but ſee the Neceſſity, 
he Beauty, and the Excellence of Holineſs, they 
yould thirſt and cry to Gop, Day and Night, till 

e ſhould make them perfe# in Love; till, being 
leanſed from all Unrighteouſneſs, they ſhould a- 

ake up after their Saviour's Likeneſs, and be ſatis- 
ed with all the Fulneſs of Gop ! Lorp, open the 
yes of us all, and ſhew us more and more, how 
zxceeding broad the Commandment is; and what 

reaſures of Grace and Glory, are in Jesvs CHRIST, 
or all that live and believe in Him! 


IV. We are, in the laſt Place to conſider, How 
HRIST is made of God unto us Redemption? Re- 
demption includes all the Benefits of Car1sT, to 
ankind, both in this World, and in that which 1s 
o come; Repentance, Pardon, Holineſs and Glory. 
e ſold ourſelves and were deſtroyed : CHRISTH re- 
deemed and reſtores us again, to the Favour of Gov. 
he Price which he paid was his precious Blood, 
1 Pet. i. 18, 19. We have Redemption in his Blood, 
he Forgiveneſs of Sins, Epb. i. 7. He gave his 

Soul for our Soul; his Body for our Body; his 
Wife for our Life! We were ſhut up as in a Pit and 
Priſon: CHRIST, by the Blood of His Covenant ſets 
Jus free, Zech. ix. 11. We were inſolvent, having 
nothing to pay, though Juſtice could not acquit us, 
till we paid the uttermoſt Farthing: we were 
herefore in wretched Circumſtances, when the Son 
of Gop, our Redeefner, undertook: for us, bowed the 
WHeavens-and came down. But He has reconciled: all 
| ung in Heaven and Earth. By Him Mercy and 
D Truth 
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T ruth have met together, Righteouſneſs and Peace 
have kiſſed, each other. In ſhort, all is ours, thro' 
CurisT. He is made unto us of Gop, Wiſdom, 
Righteouſneſs, Sanctification; or, to ſum up all in one 
Word, Redemption. He makes us free indeed; He 
: brings us into glorious Liberty; the Spirit of Life 
that is in CHRIST JEsvus, makes us free from the 
Law of Sin and Death. He redeems us from all our 
Sins, P/a/, xxx. 7. He finiſhes: Tranſgreſſion, and 
brings in everlaſting Righteouſneſs! 


Cnr1sT redeems us from the evil Effects of Sa- 
tan's Temptations. Tempted we ſhall be, even 
unto Death; but ſaith our Redeemer, ©** My Grace 
is ſufficient for thee,” The Lon p ſhall bruiſe Satan 
-under your Feet. Again, ſaith our Lox Dp, © In 
the World you ſhall have Tribulation; but be of 
good Comfort, I have overcome the World ; and 
in Me you ſhall have Peace.” He is our hiding 
Place from the Wind, and our Covert from the 
Tempeſt ; as Rivers of Water in a dry Place, to 
cool and refreſh us ; as the Shadow of a great Rock 
in a weary Land, //a. xxxit. 2. He knows how to 
ſuccour the tempted ; He has pity for diſtreſſed, and 
diſconſolate Souls; Je makes a way for them to eſ- 
cape ; He delivers them from all Evil, with a mighty 
Hand, and a ſtretched out Arm ; He is a Sun and 

Shield to his Saints; He gives them Grace and 
Glory * 


LasTLY; He is our Redemption thro' Death, and 
to Eternity. O Death, ſaith the Lox p, Iwill be thy 
Plague; O Grave, I will be thy Deſtruction,“ H/ 
xiii. 14. He will ranſom his People from the 


Power of the Grave. He will redeem them from 
þ | » Death 
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Death and Hell. As in Auam all died, fo in CRRIST 
ſhall all be made alive. He is a quickening Spirit, 
even the Reſurrection and the Life. The Bodies of 
the Saints, though ſown in Corruption, ſhall be 
rafed in Incorruption ; though ſown in Diſhonour, 
ſhall be raiſed in Glory; though ſown in Weakneſs, 
they ſhall be raiſed in Power, and ſpiritual Bodies, 
1 Cor. xv. 43. 44. Thus ſhall the Bodies of the 
Saints be faſhioned, like unto CHRIST's glorious 
Body; according to the mighty Power, whereby 
He is able, even to ſubdue all Things to Himſelf! 
St. Paul and his Brethren groaned for this, even 
for the Redemption of zheir Bodies, Rem. viii. 23. 
And this will be N to paſs, when the Deng: 


„„ 


Divine And 43 the 2 the Glory, _— — | 


Felicity of Weed ſhall riſe to the Life 1 
and be tor ever with the Logo ! 


"Tm their carb State, wall be: an everlaſting 
Exemption from Sin, Temptation, Pain, Tears, 
Sorrow, Sickneſs, and Death; and an Enjoyment 
of the Light, Preſence, Glory, and Eternity of Gop,, 
the Triune Gop ! In ſuch a Manner, and Degree, 
as Eye hath not ſeen, Ear heard, or hath entered in- 
to the Heart of Man, adequately to conceive. Theſe 
followed the Lamb, in the Regeneration ! They. 
drank of their Lox p's Cup, and were baptized with 
His. Baptiſm ; they bore the Burthen and Heat of 
the Day; they had their evil Things in this Life: 
But now, there is no Night of Afflict ion; no Wrath 
from the Almighty; no Sting from Conſcience; 
no Temptation from Devils ; no painful Light of 
the material Sun; no Aching of the Head, or 

| Heart; 
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Heart; no Tears, no Curſe of any Kind : They 
reſt from their Labours ; they fit down with Ara. 
bam, Jſaar and Fab ; with St. Pau), and all the 
Apoſtles ; with all the Saints, of whom they have 
read, or heard ; with innumerable Multitudes of 
nameleſs, and unknown Worthies. And, 
O! with Thee! Thou Man of Sorrows ! Jesvus, 
the crucified ! in the Kingdom of Gop their Fa- 
ther ! | 


Tax Scripture repreſents the State of the Bleſſed, 
under the moſt expreſſive and ſtriking Images; 

Things with which Men are moſt delighted in this 
World; ſuch as Crowns, Thrones, Manſi ions, Ho- 
nours, Pleaſures, Profits, Mufick, Eating, Drink- 
ing, . & c. And the Reaſon is, becauſe 


—— 


we cannot conceive of thoſe heavenly Things, o- 
therwiſe than as they are repreſented to us, by vi- 
ſible, and ſenſible Things. They point out to us, 
| Ang glorious, noble, bleſſed, ang” n 


We have den. ſome imperfect Conception of 
theſe Things, from what we know of Gow, in 
this World, by Faith and Love: We ſee, taſte and 
enjoy Gov, even now. We now know, love, 
praiſe, and rejoice in Gov, in Part; and the Dif- 
ference between this, and what we ſhall enjoy A- 
bove, is chiefly in the Degree. O there, we ſhall 
be loſt in the Viſion of Goy! The Saints ſhall be- 
hold his Pace! And the Glory which JEs us, our 
Saviour, had with the Father, before the World be- 
gan! When we have feeling Views of our Loxo 
now, by Faith, O, How does the Sight ravifh our 
Heart! l And hence we map gather, in Part, How 

a We 


s 


we ſhall be loſt, as it were, in Rapture, at the full 
Blaze of his ineffable Brightneſs and Glory! O what 
clear Day, will this Light caſt upon the dark, and 
intricate Scenes of Time! How many Things 
which are unfathomable to us at preſent, will then 
be made plain and intelligible. Lord, what can 
one ſay of theſe Things! O how deſirable a State 
is it ! Who would not wiſh for an Inheritance in 
| that Kingdom, with the Saints in Light : O what 
would it advantage a Man, to gain the whole World, 
and loſe his Part in this Kingdom, of Light, and e- 
| ternal Glory! Here is every thing that is profitable, 
pleaſant, noble, honourable and glorious ! Ye Souls 
of the Righteous, bleſs ye the Lord, praiſe Him, 
and magnify Him for ever! The Time of this your 
Redemption draweth nigh! You have received an 
Earneſt of it in your Hearts. O preſs towards this 
Mark of your high Calling of Gop, in CHRIST 
Jesus. Be careful for nothing. Look through 
Time to Eternity. All is yours; for ve are CHRIS T's 
and CyrisT is Gop,. your Redeemer ! PET 


V. Now, briefly to apply the Whole, And firſt, . 
Brethren, Has CHRISH been made of God unto you, 
Wiſtom ? Has the Veil been yet removed from the 
Word, and from your Heart? Have you ever been con- 
vinced of your corrupt, guilty and miſerable Conditi- 

on? Have you ever yet known your own Heart: All 
you know beſide will not do; it is Fooliſhneſs with 
God. Suppoſing you fhould know all Myſteries, in a 
ſpeculative Way; yet, not knowing ſenſibly, the My- 
ſtery of Iniquity that is in your inmoſt Soul, it would 
ayail you nothing. Nay, the more you know of 
Things Natural or Divine, unleſs you know yourſelf 
and CHRIST, your Knowledge only makes you - 
| D3 more 
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more like the Devil; and will encreaſe your Miſery. 
Never expect that Cy®1s1 ſhall be thy Righteouſ- 
neſs, unleſs thou feeleſt thyſelf a poor Sinner in Need 
of it, Thou muſt abhor thyſelf as in Duſt and 
Aſhes. Thou art fooliſh and ſlow of Heart by 
Nature, averſe to Good, and prone to Evil. See 
then thou doſt acknowledge this. Remember, that 
if any Man will be wiſe in this World, he mult bé- 
come a Fool. Let him ſay, G ons. T am blind 
and 1 ignorant : Be Thou my Light and Underſtan d- 
ing. Open my Heart; inſtruct my Judgment, and 
new me what I muſt do to be ſaved. Convince me 
of the Heinouſneſs and Danger of my Sins; O Logo, 
let me not periſh for lack of Knowledge : Become 
my Wiſdom, by diſpelling my Darkneſs, and cauſing 
the true Light, to ſhine into my Heart.” If thou 
feeleſt thyielf ignorant, and wouldeſt be in formed 
of the T hings of Goo; ; this is the Courſe thou 
muſt take: You muſt pray to.Gop, who has pro- 
miſed to give Wiſdom, to all that aſk it, and i it will 


aſſuredly be given to thee. 


3 Is 3 become your Righteouſneſs ? 
Has He, not only ſhewn, yqu your Sin; but hke- 
wiſe, waſhed you in his own Blood? Feeleſt thou 
that thou haſt Peace with Cop, through, our Logp 
Jesus CurisT.? O, look for this. If you know 
you have nothing to pay; that Gop mutt either 
ſave you freely, for his Son's Sake, or you muſt pe- 
riſh everlaſtingly : then 1 invite you to come, guilty 
as you are; come poor, vile, and ungodly as you 
are, and the Blood of Car1sT, will make you White 

as Snow, Truſt not in any Work of yours: Alas, 
you have none to truſt to, You have broken the 
whole 


(£927 | | 
whole Law, in breaking of one Commandment, 
Juſtice demands Satisfaction, and Payment to be 
made. But thou canſt not anſwer for one of a thou- 
ſand of thy Sins. Now, there is no poſſible Way, 
for you to eſcape, being delivered to the Tor- 
mentors, ſentenced to judgment, and periſhing 
in Hell, but by getting Righteouſneſs imputed to 

thee, for Juſtification. You muſt put no Confidence 
in the Fleſh ; but truſt alone in the Paſſion of our 
Lorxp. Your filthy Rayment ſtall thus be put off, 
and vour Soul ſhall be cloathed with the Garments 
of Salvation; the Robe of CyrisT's Righteouſneſs. 
By Grace you muſt be ſaved, through Faith, and 
that not of yourſelf; it is the Gift of Go», to e 
one that believeth. 


BELIEVE therefore in the Loxy IEsvs CHnlsm, 
Approach, Him like the ſinful Prodig: il 3 implore 
the Lok p, to give thee Faith in his precious Bloods 
and to put upon thee the beſt Robe. Be mindful of 
that Exhortation, Rom. xiii. 14. (The Paſlage by 
which St. Auſtin was cenverted) “ Put on the Lok D 
Jesus CaurrsT, and make not Proviſion for the 
Fleſh,, to fulfil the Luſts thereof. Till you put 
Him on, you are out of the Covenant of Gop ; you 
are ſubject every Moment to periſu everlaſtingly. O 
_ that you may never reft crying unto Him, till you 
can truly ſay, <* In the Loxp have I Righteouſneſs 
and Strength.” Bchold, act is an acceptable Time; 
the; is a Day of Salvation. Now look unto the 
Lord, and be ſaved ! Uſe all the Means, but truſt 
only in CxR1sr the Righteous : So ſhalt thou 
| gd Him, thy preſent, and eternal Saviour. 


AND 
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Anp as for you that know the Loxp, chat are 
juſtified, thro' the Righteouſneſs of God our Sa- 
viour ; O, ſee that the Work of Sanctification goes 
on in your Souls. Examine deeply, Do you die 
daily e And is the Life of Cvr15sT manifeſted, ſtill 
more and more, within you ? Has the Lorp ever 
yet fat upon your Heart, as a Refiner's Fire, and as 
Fuller's Soap ; diſcovering and cleanſing your in- 
moſt Soul, from all dead Works, and from all the 
Defilement of Corruption? You cannot be ignorant 
that this is your Calling. Cunts has apprehend- 
ed you for this very Thing, that you ſhould be 
holy, and without. Blame before Him in Love. 
Now does the Love of God ſpread itſelf, through- 
out the whole Region of your Soul, rendering you 
all-glorious Within ? O ſtop not ſhort of this : Seek 
it as Silver; and dig after it, as for hid Trea- 
ſure. A fingle Eye, is the Way to have your whole 
Body full of Light. Alas, How many are content 
with no Religion at all, or a mere cold Form of 
Godlineſs, at moſt, But you have not ſo learned 
CarisT. You know that without Holineſs, no Man 
ſhall ſee the Lord. Talk then with your own 
Heart, and aſk, *<* Am I holy? Has Gop wrought 
in me Humility of Mind? Meekneſs of Spirit? Re- 
ſignation to his Will ? Patience towards all Men? 
And Love, filling the whole Soul ? Is my Heart 

pure? Do I deſire nothing more, but Gos? 
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O lay this to Heart, and cry to the Lok p, for en- 
tire Sanctification. Call to mind, how earneſt you 
were to have your Sins forgiven: At leaſt be as 
earneſt, that your Nature may be made pure. What 
is Pardon without Purity? or bare Exemption from 
the Penalty of Sin, without entire and everlaſting De- 
liverance, from every Spot and Wrinkle of it? Be 
zealous then; be watchful, and by the Violence of 


Faith and Prayer, lay hold on the Hope ſet before 
you... 


O Believers, ye who are Gop's Heritage, and 
Building, in whom He lives and Works : Lift up 
your . for your Redemption is at Hand ! A 
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and the Chariot and Horſe-men of Iſrael, will 
ſafely convey you Home ! This fleſhly Tabernacle, 
under which you often groan, ſhall ſoon drop off, 
and your immortal, freed Spirit, ſhall unite more 

perfectly with its Center! Yea, your frail, corrup- 
tible Body, will ſhortly be ſpiritual, glorious and 
immortal. Then ſhall Death be ſwallowed up of 

Life, and God our Redeemer, with the Father, and 


the Holy Ghoſt, be all in all! O happy, happy 
State of Glory ! 


To conclude; Remember that all is given thro? 
Curisr. He is made of Gop unto us all theſe 
Things. And O! What a Treaſure is ours thro? 
Him ! What a Pearl have they found, who have 

found . 


vo \ bleſs: Geb! dat d 2 
; dern! O Tam Joft! I cannot dechte  thoifan ith- 
FW ii of what i is in CR ISA: No, not 6f one Bl. effing 
* which He beſtows. Lo! ſuch Cluſters; of preſent 
3 - ay I eternal, Bleſſings; are preſented to View, that 

I. can only ſay. —0 the Depth ! — © the Depth — 
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